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PLANNING FOR YOUR HOME

To get stared, sketch an outline of your
hause al the preper, north-south,
criendalion in the box below,

Lacale existing trees and shnubs, and
as550855 their usefulness in your plan.
Determing available space for planting
additional trees.

Idenily vour needs and apply the guidehnes
frem this brochure.

Select trees thal will salisly concitions
specific to your yard. Confact your kcal
cooperative exdansion agent or favorite
garden center lor sugaestions on the vaiety
of tree 1o plant, planting, and care.
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OTHER BENEFITS FROM
PLANTING TREES

+ Less carbon dioxide and more oxygen.
Trees remove carbon dioxide and add
oucygen 1o the air. (This will help decrease
giebal caben diadide levels, and help
reduce the "greenhouse affect™)

+ Clean alr. Trees remove dus! and other
pollutants from the air and make it healthier
% breathsa,

%+ Clean water. Trees and olher plants
reduce the amount of water lkowing into the
city's sewers, curbing the overdlow at
sewage frealmem plamts.

+ Property values. Trees and other
landscaping can increase property values 5
o 207%.

+ Privacy. Trees screen unwanied views
and nodses.

+ 'Wiidlife. Trees provide 1ood and sheler
lor birds and olher animats,
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REDUCE EMNERGY COSTS

The annual enargy savings resulting
from properiy-placed plants around your
home may be as high as 25%. Types of
trees used and thelr locatlons In the
yard depend on the area of the country
you live In.

Flantings help cool your home in summer and
may reduce heat loss inwinler. In summer, irees
and other plants absorb heat from the sun and
cool residential areas by shading. During the
winter, irees block cold winds. What lollows are
some guidelines for reducing energy costs while
beautitying your home.

GENERAL CRITERIA FOR
TREE SELECTION

1} Identify the purpose of the fras.

2) Consider tree shape, How fast will it grow?
Hiovw tall will it grow? How tar willl the: branches
spresad?

3) Consider treg character. Does the tree have
a dense canopy (more summer shade) or a
sparsa canopy (less summer shade), Do
branches have an open patiem (less winler
shade) or a dense patiern {more winter
shade)?

4)  Consider treg maintenance. 15 il easy lo carg
lor? Does the iree produce messy rpits?

SUMMER COOLING

Shade rees save costs for air conditioning a
homa in summer. 1 you dont air condition your
heme, shading from trees can mean the
difference between bearable and unbearable
temperaturas.

# Plant tall trees (40-50 feet at maturity) 15 to
25 et from the aast and wesl sides of the
house to shade roof and walls. Remove
kower branches (o allow summer breezes
and winter sunlight 1o pass through.

+ Shade your air conditioner o réduce ils
operalional costs.

& LUse ground covers and plantings for site
cooling.

# Shade paved surfaces o reduce heat build-
up. Compare the surmmer temperaturas in
the above diagram; lemperalures are highear
on sides without vegetation. In addition,
more sunshine will be rellecied imo the
house, making it warmer,

WINTER WARMING

Drafts from leaky windows and poorly insulated
walls make a housa feel colder. Treas help
reduce drafts by blocking cold winds.

# Trees should be plantad along the north and
wiest side of the yard orin the direction of
prevailing winler winds,

# A row of evergreans, 25 feet from the
house, will channel the wind away from your
home. The spacing of irees will depend on
the varety used.
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# With those homes needing a windoreak on
the south side of the house, Irees should be
planted farther away o pravent winter
shade.

& Single-row windbreaks are efective, bul
mulfiple rows (up io 5) are batter.



