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The Real Cause of Many Tree Problems

Inseets and microorganisms are not the real
cause ar starting point of many tree problems.
Thesze crganisms are often secondary agenis that
attack weakened, wounded, improperly treated,
neglected, and generally unhealthy trees, Foor
Irie Bealth is o major worldwide problem,
Fighiinmg the secondacy agents that are oflen wery
obvicus, ar the symptoms of poor ealth, wall oo
solwe the hasic peoblem. We must starl noww ba
attack the real causes: the starting paints of poor

kealth. The major organisms responsible are
PEQIFLE!

Qnce we recognize that we are often the
problem, we can do much o solve o, Here aee
sorne brief guidelines for vou, the homeowner,
that will help vou keep your trees beautiful, safe,
anel beealthy.

"We have met the enemy; and he is ps!
Pogo

Give Trees a Good Start

Plant the right tree in the right place.

Do net plant

1 pin aaks in alkaline soils

[ trees in ald alkaline building rubble

O wilbows i dew soils, pines in wet sails

O birches in shade, dogwacds in unprotecied
apenr sites

Learn the biclogical requirements of your trees,

Do seet plant unless vou plan to maintain.

Plarmi progeerly

Doy -

O] croeed eees o osmall holes with eompacred
saal

O overamend the scil with humaos

O fertilize at planting time

Do prune dead and dying branches and roots.

Keep grass away

Dy sest:

L] wates wrass heavily near leees thal normally
Grce oo ddry sikes

C1 lime grass heavily near trees that grow best in
acid soils

O wound trees with lawnmowsars and ather
e hiines

Heawy use of herbicides may harm trees.

Brace, but mot too tightly.

Do not:

C] tee woung {reos o Oghtly that they do nat
[y

C] leave braces on after oree is estahlished

O Eill bark with cords, wires, hands, ate.

Frevenl wounds

Diey skt

01 allew anvone Lo climb woue fros with spikes

O allew heavy canstruction machines near yoaur
tres

O park cars near traes

FRELUME CORERCTLY

Catest pivanng s the Bost thing wou can do For
WO [rEE-

Here are the puidelines:

Matural target pruning
I. Locate the branch bark ridge (BBR)

2. Find target A —outside GEE.

3 Find targot B—where hranch meens collar,

4. W B cannot be found, deap an imaginany
lime &y AK, Angle XAC equals KAB.

5. S4uh cut the bBranch.

G, Make final cut at line AB (with powersaws
make final cot on wpsteoke),

Do net:

[ make flash cos behing {he BEE
O leave living or dead stubs

O injure or remove the branch collar
O paint cuts

The best time to prune living branches is late in
the dormant season or veny early in spring before
legwns forem, Doad and dyving branches can

be proned aoetirme, e shacp taals] sake clesn
cuts. Be careful with all tools, Safety first!

Topping

Topping btrees i socious injury regardlass how it
15 clone, Awoid it i passibsle by starting to prune
aarly in the life of the tree to regulate its size
and shagpe, 1§ you must top cut, follow these
guidelines:

Cut line DF at an angle appegairmately the same
angle as the angle of the BBR. Do not leave a
stem stub. Do not paint the cut. Knew your
safety limige=—call professionals when the job is
T kel Foar wies



Natural Target Pruning
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Wound Dressings

Wound dressings do nol step rof.

Lo nal:

O apply house paints or wood preservatives

O Hp-|'.'|-|'l||' |"|l‘.':l'|.l'!|I coats of any matarial.
Research shows that wound diessings do not
stop decay or stall rot. Trees hawve been
responding effectively to their wounds for
aver 200 millien years. Do not interfere with
this natural process. Keep your tree healthy
and it will take care of its wounds. In a chort
time the wound surface will blend perfectly
weith the tree bark,

Tree Treatments

Treat wounds

IF trees are wounded, remove ngured Bark with a
sharp knife, Make cuts 25 shallow as possible.
Forming an elongated ellipse 13 not necessary.
Make all marging rounded; do not point tps, Do
not enlage the wound. De not paint. Do
everything possible to maintain health —water,
tertilize, prune.

Hales for draining water

Do mot bore holes to drain water from cavities.
Drrain tubes may be wsed for wetwood materials,
but such teeatment will increass the column of
irberma ] wabwoad.

Cavitivs

I cavities are to be filled, do not clean so
thoroughly that the boundary between decayed
waod and sound wood is broken. Fill with
nonabrasive materials, Leave for professionals.

Injections and implants

If vau plam i have chemicals inpectad or
implanted in your trees, make centain that it is
done aaly by highly skilled professionals. Check
injection and implant holes after one season to
mzke certain they are closed. Injection and
implant holes should be very small and shal lowe
at the tree base, not in the roots.

Cahle and bhrace

I rot is present, put rods entirely through the
stenn, and use round or awal washers on hath
sides. Washers should be seated on the wood, not
deep in the wood or on the bark, Cables should
Allow tree to mowve slightly. Leave to
professionals.

Help Trees Stay Healthy

Before yvou fertilize or consider treatments Fos
mcroelement problems, have a soil test done.
Your tree may reguire soil acidification before
fortilization, o treatment for micrcelement
prablems, Fertilizers add elements cosential for
healthy growth. Fertilizers are not tree food!

Troes get their energy from the sum, Leaves and
reirddlios trap energy s molecule of sugar, Supar
is tree food. Keep leaves and needles healthy by
timely treatments so trees can get their food.
Keep soils free of compaction $o roots can gat
water and essential elements. Do nod ower
fertilice,

Some insects and microorganisms DO start tree
problems. When in doubt about what te do,
contact the extension agents from yvour county,
state, or uaiversiby, o ask tho Linited States
Forast Service or professional arhorist:,

Check for polential hazards:

O large dying and depd branches

O rot in roots and base (fruit bodies of fungi are
signs of rot)

O large desp vartical cracks on opposite sides of
trunk

Be on the alert 5 to 10 years after construction

Have harardous tree crowns reduced by

professionals.

DONT FORGET WILDLIFE. They need living and
dead teees for survival, Consider them m your
plans.

Learn about trees,

For furthar information; contact Extamal Relaticns
Section, LS. Forest Sanvice, Nofheastarn Fores!
Exparirrdnd Staion, 5 Radndr Carporale Conter,
100 Kalaonford Read, Suite 200, PO, Box 8775,
Radneor, PA 19087 of call (215) 975-4230,
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