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Arboricultural Specifications and Standards of Practice




CITY OF ATLANTA

ANDREW YOUNG 238 FORSYTH STREET, SW., ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303 DEPARTMENT OF PARKS,
MAYOR SUITE 500 RECREATION & CULTURAL
AFFAIRS
404 o 853-7130 BETSY C. BAKER
FAX404-658-6173 Commissioner

June 25, 1989

These standards and specifications for the Gty of
Atlanta Trees and Shrubbery O di nance have been devel oped
to facilitate the snooth and accurate inplenentation of
the Gty of Atlanta's Trees and Shrubbery O dinance.
They are effective July 1, 1989. Conpliance with these
guidelines is mandated by city |aw

Quidance and enforcement are provided by the city
arborist who can be reached at the foll ow ng address and
t el ephone nunber:

236 Forsyth Street
Suite 401

Atlanta, Georgia 30303
(404) 653-7150

Thank you for your interest and support of our efforts
to protect trees as an Inportant npatural resource.

Betsy C. Baker

@7"‘4“‘“/
Commfssioner

Depart ment of Parks,
Recreation and
Cultural Affairs
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ARBORI CULTURAL SPECI FI CATI ONS AND STANDARDS ofF PRACTI CE

These specifications and standards that govern trees are set down
in Section 10-2048. These standards are applicable to all public
utilities, and all public and private agencies or groups. The
purpose of these standards is to facilitate the protection and/or
repl acenment of trees as part of the |and devel opnent buil di ng
construction process within the Gty of Atlanta.

PQLI CY: The policy of the Departnent of Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs, Bureau of Parks Mintenance shall be
one of cooperation with the public and private property
owners, other city departnments, public utilities
and appropriate non-profit organizations at all tinmes.

GOAL: To maintain and or re-establish the canopy cover in the
Gty of Atlanta and inplenent:

1) Inproved control of soil erosion

2) Moderation of storm water runoff, and inproved water
qual i ty:

3) Interception of airborn particulate matter, and the
reduction of sonme air pollutants;

4) Enhanced habitat for desirable wildlife;
5) Reduction of noise and glare;
6) Cimate noderation;
7) Aesthetics, scenic anenity:
8) Increased property val ue.
SECTION I: Authority and Applicability
A Standards for tree protection and repl acement are established
under the authority of the Gty of Atlanta Trees and Shrubbery
Or di nance. (See Appendi x II)

B. Terms and provisions of the Tree O dinance, and the
Arboricultural Specifications and Standards of
Practice established herein, shall apply to any real property

as foll ows:
1. The covered area of historic or specinen trees:

2. Al undevel oped property;



3. The yard area of all devel oped property:

4, Public rights of way and parks.

5. Al property zoned Rl through R-5 shall be excluded from
the ternms and provisions of these standards, provided,
however, the covered area of historic and specinen trees
shall. be covered by the ternms of these standards:
provided further that in the event that a non-conform ng
use is permtted or a special use permt is granted on
a property zoned R-I through R-5 in the Gty of Atlanta,
property shall be subject to the provisions of these
standarag, Section 10-2042.

SECTION 11: Definitions
A A

words in these standards have their customary dictionar%

definition except as specifically defined herein. The wor
"shall" and "must" are mandatory, and the words "may" and
"should" are perm ssive.

1.

Buil dable Area - The portion of a lot on which a
structure of inprovenents may be erected according
to current zoning requirenents.

Gty Arborist - The Agent of the Bureau of Parks

Mai nt enance who is responsible for the admnistration
of these standards and having the primary
responsibilities of admnistration and enforcenent

of the Tree and Shrubbery O dinance.

Dripline - A vertical line extending from the outer
surface of a tree's branch tips down to the ground.

DBH - Dianeter-at-Breast-Height is a standard neasure
of tree size, and is a tree trunk dianeter neasured

in inches at a height of 4 1/2 feet above the ground.
If a tree splits into nultiple trunks below 4 1/2 feet,
then the trunk is neasured at its nost narrow

point beneath the split.

Gading Permts, Cearing and Gubbing Permts - Oficial
authorization issued by the Gty of Atlanta, Bureau

of Buildings allowi ng defoliation or alteration of the
site, or the commencenent of any construction activities
with the approval of the Gty Arborist.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Protected Zone - Al lands that fall outside the
bui | dabl e area of a parcel, all areas of a parcel
required to remain in open space, and/or all, areas
requi red as |andscaping strips according to provisions
of the Gty of Atlanta Zoning O dinance, and conditions
of zoning approval

Reveget ati on - The replacement of trees into the m ninmm
required |andscape areas, and areas of open space,

as determned by the zoning ordi nance or conditions of
zoni ng approval .

Specinen Tree - A tree which has been determ ned by the
Gty Arborist to be of high value because of its type,

size, age, or other professional criteria, and has been
sodesignated in the official records of the

city. General criteria for the determ nation of specimen
trees are provided in Section VIII.

Tree Density Factor - A unit of neasure used to prescribe
and calculate required tree coverage on asite.

Unit neasurenents are based upon tree size.(These
factors pertain to sites which are being

devel oped and have no existing canopy cover.)

Cover Area - That area which falls within the drip line
of any tree.

Devel oped Property - Property upon which a buildin
structure, pavenent or other inprovenents have Dbeen
pl aced.

Undevel oped Property - Property upon which no buil ding,
structure, pavenent, or other inprovenments have
been pl aced.

H storic Tree - A tree which has been determ ned by the
Gty Arborist to be of notable historic interest because
of Its age, size or historic association and

haf been sodesignated in the official records of the
city.

Destroy - Any intentional or negligent act which wll
cause a tree to decline and die within a period of two
(2) years, including, but not limted to, such damage
inflicted upon the root systemof a tree by the
application of toxic substances, the operation

of heavy machinery, the change of natural grade by
excavation or filling the covered area or around the
trunk of a tree, and damages frominjury or fromfire
inflicted on trees which result in or permt pest

I nfestation.



15.

Tree Replacenent Plan - A plan indicating the |ocation
size, quantity and species of replacenent trees.

16. Tree - Any sel f-supporting woody perennial plant which
has a trunk dianmeter of two (2) inches or nore when
nmeasured at a point six (6) inches above ground | evel and
which normal |y attains an overall height of at least 10
feet at maturity, usually with one (1) main stemor trunk
and many branches.

17.  Yard Area - An open space on the sane |lot with a
buil ding, the space being unoccupied and unobstructed
from the ground upward, Wth the exception of trees and
other natural vegetation

18. Public Agency - The city, the state, Fulton County,
DeKalb County or any department, board agency, authority,
or instrunmentality of the city, the state, Fulton
County or DeKalb County.

19. Public Tree - Any tree which exists on publicly owned
or controlled property or right-of-way.

20.  Public Utility - pany publicly, privately, or
cooperatively owned line, facility or system for
production, transmtting or distributing conmunications,
power, electricity, Ilight, heat, gas, oil products,
water, steam clay, waste, stormwater not connected with
hi ghway drainage and other similar services and
comodities, including publicly owed fire and
police and traffic signals and IightinP_systenB, whi ch
directly or indirectly serve the public” or any part
t her eof . (Code 1965, Section 31A-26)

SECTION 111 Destruction or Renoval of Trees in accordance wth

Section 10-2044.

No permt shall be issued for the destruction or renoval of any
tree unless one (1) of the follow ng conditions exists:

(1)

The tree is located in the buildable area, yard area
or street right-of-way of any property on which a
structure or inprovenent is to be placed, which un-
reasonably restricts the permtted use of the
property; or

(2) The tree is diseased, injured beyond restoration,

in danger of falling, so close to existing proposed
structures so as to endanger them interferes with
utility services or creates unsafe visual clearance.



SECTION | V: Procedur es

A

Land devel opnent, clearing and grading permt.

1.

A tree protection/replacenment plan shall be submtted
wi th other permt drawings as part of the I|and
devel opment pernit process. is plan shall include the
fol Il owi ng infornation. A sanple plan is illustrated in

Eisure 1.

a). Definition of spatial limts using a site plan with
foot prints to show

(1) . Limts of land disturbance, clearing, grading,
and trenchi ng;

(2). Tree protection zones;
(3). Specinen trees or stands of trees;

(4) . Areas of revegetation, and tree density
cal cul ations.

b) ., Detail drawings of tree protection neasures (where
appl i cabl e).

(1). Protective tree fencing.
(2). Erosion control fencing.
(3) . Tree protection signs.
(4) . Transplanting specifications.
(5). Tree wells, and aeration systens.
(6). Staking specifications.
(7). Qher applicable draw ngs.
¢) . Procedures and schedules for the inplementation
installation, and maintenance of tree protection
measures, which shall be in place before grading or
clearing is to commence.
These plans shall be reviewed by the Gty Arborist for
conformance with the Gty Tree O dinance, these
adm ni strative standards, applicable provisions of the
zoning ordinance, and any applicable conditions of

rezoning. Reasons for denial shall be annotated on the
tree protection plan, or otherwi se stated in witing.



3. The City Arborist will conduct a prelimnary on-site
analysis of all projects prior to permtting to evaluate
the potential or tree protection in terns of the
proposed site design.

4. No specimen tree shall be renoved or damaged w thout the
express witten consent of the Gty Arborist. Approval
of the tree protection plan indicating those specinen
trees to be renoved, shall constitute this witten
consent .

5. | ssuance of the land grading permt, or clearing and
grubbing permt, is contingent upon approval of the tree
protection plan by the Gty Arborist.

6. Al'l tree protection neasures shall be installed prior to
| and di sturbance, and inspected by the City Arborist.

1. The Gty Arborist shall conduct followup site

i nspections and final inspections for enforcement of the
Tree Ordinance and its Arboricultural Specifications and
Standards of Practice

Repl acenent of Trees (for sites with no canopy cover).

1. The repl acement of trees shall occur in the m ninum
requi red open space and |andscape areas, as determ ned
by the zoning ordinance.

a). To establish the mninum tree density requirenents
for the site.

b) . Vﬁerf gradi ng occurs outside the buildable area of
the |ot.

c) . If the buildable area of the Iot |eaves no protected
zone.

d). If no trees are present within an existing protected
zone.

2. In all zoning districts except (Special |Interest
Districts) SPI-1 through SPI-4 without trees on existing
site the volune of replacenent trees into a site, site
must be sufficient so as to produce a total site-tree
density factor of no | ess than:

a). 20 units per acre for residential properties;

b). wunits per acre for non-residential properties:



10.

c). In sp1-1 through SPI-4 Districts, a minimum of one
(1) 4» caliper shade tree nust be provided for every
25 linear feet of road frontage (clustering is
pernmitted, subject to approval by the Gty Arborist)
and planted behind the public rights of way plantings
may be considered if all other areas will not
support necessary tree requirenents.

NOTE: The terns unit and tree are not interchangeable.

Procedures for determning the site density and tree
repl acement requirenments are provided in Section
X, A sanple density calculation is provided in
Tabl e-1.

The spacing of replacenent trees nust be conpatible wth
site spatial limtations, and with responsible
considerations towards potential species size.

Where the City Arborist has determned that site spatial
constraints result in an absolute inability to provide
tree density, as many trees as possible nust be planted
on site. The renumining balance of required trees nust
be provided for planting on public properties. Tree bank
arrangenents  w || be made through the Par ks
Arboricul tural Manager after approval has been granted
by the Cty Arborist.

Speci es sel ected for replacenent nmust be ecologically
compatible with the specifically intended growing site
and are subject to be reviewed by the Gty Arborist.

Quality of trees selected for planting nust neet the
mnimum requirenents as provided in the "American
Standard for Nursery Stock", (ANSI z60.1, 1980).

Trees selected for planting nmust be of good vigor, free
from injury, I nsect pests, di sease, structura
deficiency, and root defects.

Pl anting procedures shall follow standards established
by the International Society of Arboriculture in the
"Trees and Shrub Transpl anting Manual ".

(Figures 2, 3, 4)

Speci nen trees and stands of trees mnust be replaced by
species with potential for conparable size and quality.
Tree replacenent in addition to the mninmum site tree
density may be required in reconpense for the renoval of
speci nen trees.

Speci es sel ection and replacenent densities are subject
to Gty Arborist approval
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11.  Wien deenmed necessary by the Gty Arborist, the
owner/ devel oper of a project shall be required to furnish
a bond or other financial security to insure the
installation of required plant naterials or survival of
protected trees for the duration of a required
mai nt enance period. The bond anount shall be equal to
or greater than 115 percent of the total required tree
pl anting budget, including material and |abor.

SECTI ON V: Met hods of Tree Protection

A

Pl anni ng considerations. Tree space is the nost critical
factor In tree protection throughout the devel opnent process.
The root system of trees can easiI% extend beyond the dripline
of the tree canopy (Figure 5). The root systemwthin the
dripline region is generally considered to be the critical
root zone. Disturbance within this zone can directly affect
a tree's chances for survival. To protect these critical root
zones the follow ng standards shall apply:

1. The use of tree save islands and stands i s encouraged
rather than the protection of individual (non-specinen)
trees scattered throughout a site. This wll facilitate
ease in overall site organization as related to tree

protection.
2. The protective zone of specimen trees or stands of trees
or otherw se designated tree save area shall include no

less than the total area beneath the tree(s) canopy as
defined by the farthest canopy dripline of the tree(s).
In some instances, the City Arborist may require a
protective zone in excess of the area defined by the
dripline of the tree.

3. Layout of the project site utility and gradi ng pl ans
shoul d accommodate the required tree protective zones.
Uilities nust be placed along corridors between tree
protective zones.

4. Construction site activities such as parking, materia
storage, concrete washout, burnhole pl acenent, etc.,
shall be arranged so as to prevent disturbances within
tree protective zones.

5. No di sturbance shall occur within the protective zone of
specinmen trees or stands of trees w thout prior approva
by the Gty Arborist.



Protective Barriers

1.

Active protective tree fencing shall be installed al ong
the outer edge of and conpletely surrounding the critical
root zones of all specinmen trees or stands of trees, or
ot herwi se designated tree protective zones, prior to any
| and di sturbance.

These fences wll be a mninum of 4 feet high,
constructed in a post and rail configuration. A 2 inch
X 4 inch postand a double 1 inch x 4 inch rail is

recommended. Four footorangepol yet hel enel ammi rsafety
fencing is also acceptable (Figure 6).

Passive forns of tree protection may be utilized to
delineate tree save areas which are renote from areas of

| and disturbance.  These areas nust be conpletely
surrounded with continuous rope or flagging (heavy mll,
mnimm 4" wide). Al passive tree protection nust be

acconpani ed by "Keep Out" Or "Tree Save" signage (Figure
7 .

All tree protection zones should be designated as such
with "tree save area signs posted visably on all sides
of the fenced in area. These signs are intended to
i nform subcontractors of the tree protection process.
Signs requesting subcontractor cooperation and conpliance
with tree protection standards are recommended for site
entrances.

Al'l specinmen trees or stands of trees, or otherw se
designated tree protective zones nust be protected from
the sedinentation of erosion material.

a). Silt screening nust be placed along the outer uphill
edge of tree protective zones at the |and disturbance
interface (Figure 6).

b). Silt screening should be backed by 12 gauge 2 inch
X 4 inch wire mesh fencing in areas of steep slope.

All tree fencing and erosion control barriers nust be
installed prior to and namintained throughout |and
di sturbance process and building construction, and shoul d
not be renmoved until |andscaping is installed.



Encroachment. Mst trees can tolerate only a small percentage
of critical root zone |oss. | f encroachnment is anticipated
within the critical root zones of specinmen trees, stands of
trees, or otherwi se designated tree protective zones, the
follow ng preventive nmeasures shall be enployed:

1. Cearing activities: Roots often fuse and tangl e anongst
trees. The renoval of trees adjacent to tree save areas
can cause inadvertant damage to the protected trees.
Wienever possible, it is advisable to cut mninum 2 foot
trenches (e.g., with a "ditch-witch") along the limts
of land disturbance, so as to cut, rather than tear,
roots. Tunnelling may be required for the protection of
speci men trees.

2. Soi | conpacti on: Wher e conpaction m ght occur due to
traffic or materials storage, the tree protective zone
must first be nulched with a mninmum4 inch | ayer of
processed pine bark or wood chips, or a 6 inch |ayer of
pi ne straw.

3. Trenchi ng: The installation of utilities through a
protective zone shoul d occur by way of tunneling rather
than trenching (Figures 8 and 9).

4. G ade changes: Mbderate fill can be tolerated within a
tree's critical root zone with the prior installation of
an aeration system Aeration system specifications are
provided in Figures 10 and 11. Comnmercially avail able
aeration systens are subject to approval by the Gty
Arborist. A decrease in grade is best acconplished with
a?; use of retaining walls or through terracing (Figure

5. Wiere the City Arborist has determned that irreparable
damage has occurred to trees within tree protective
zones, the trees nust be renoved and repl aced.
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SECTION VI: Public Uilities

A

All public utilities shall be required to obtain an nu%l
permt issued by the Tree Preservation Review Boarad.
Applicants are to be obtained at the office of the Cty
Arborist. Al applications are to be acconpanied by a I|ist
ofngub-contractors by nanme, address and city business |icense
nunber .

1. Periodic work schedules are to be submtted to the Bureau
of Parks Maintenance, Ofice of the Gty Arborist,
show ng the proposed |ocation and the extent of tree work
to be perfornmed.

2. All work to be performed on trees grow ng on or over the
public rights-of-ways shall be done according to the
met hods as described in Part IX,  Section D, = Ceneral
Mai nt enance, of this docunent.

SECTION VI1:  Specimen Trees, H storic Trees and Public Trees

A

*

Damage or destruction to street rights-of-way and park trees:

LI No person shall, wthout the witten permssion of the
Gty Arborist renmove, destroy, break, cut or deface any
tree or shrub that is growmng in any public right-of-way
or city park.

2. No person shall directly or indirectly permt any toxic
chem cal or any toxic substance to seep, or drain or be
enptied on or about any tree that is growing in public
right-of-way or city park

3. No person shall directly or indirectly place stone
or cenent or other substance about any tree grow ng
in the street right-of-way which will inpede the
free entrance of water or air to the roots of such
trees wi thout |eaving an open space of ground about
the trunk of such tree of not |ess than sixteen (16)
square feet.

Section 17-10005 It shall be unlawful for any person to nolest,
injure or destroy foliage, plants, shrubs, flowers, trees,

birds or bird nests, squirrels, or rabbits in or upon any public
park public Progerty or the property of another wthout the
ermssion of the owner, as to Private property or the nmayor or

ZiC)S(ngA?)i gnee, astothepropertyofthecity (Codel12965, Section
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4. No person shal 1 renove, damage or msuse, or attach any
foreign object to any guard or device placed or intended
to protect any tree, plant or shrub growing in any public
right-of-way-or city park.

5. No person shall attach or place any rope, wire, Sign
poster, handbill or any other thing on any tree or shrub
growing in any public right-of-way or city park.

6. In the cases of erection, denolition, or repair of any
building or structure, the owner thereof shall place or
cause to be placed such guards around all nearby trees
growing in the street right-of-way so as to
prevent injury to them

B. Tree Assessnment Val ue

1. Speci nen trees, historic trees and public trees destroyed
by willful acts or by nmotor vehicle accidents will be

accessed using the International Society of
Arboriculture's Shade Tree Evaluation fornula or

repl acenent val ue when applicabl e.
C. Tree Repl acenment Requirenents

L. Street rights-of-way trees that are in sound condition
but are to be renoved to facilitate construction of

driveways, utilities, curbs, sidewal ks, or street

wi deni ng nust be replaced using the tree trunk dianeter
(caliper) neasured at 54" above the ground (DBH) as the
repl acenent factor.

Exanpl e:  The renoval of one (1) 24" DBH tree requires
repl acement of six (6) 4" trees, eight (8) 3" trees
or twelve (12) 2" trees.

2. ReBIapenent tree species shall be determned by the Gty
Arborist. Replacenent shall not necessarily be confined
to the site fromwhich the tree was renoved. Val ue of
2" trees, acceptible replacenent could include planting
on city rights-of-way.

SECTION VIl1: General Criteria for the Determination of Specinen
Trees or Stands of Trees
A Speci men Tree:
1. Any tree in fair or better condition which equals or

exceeds the follow ng sizes:

a. Large hardwoods, eg. oaks, hickories, yellow poplars
sweet guns, etc., 30" dbh.

12



b. Large softwoods, eg. pines, deodar cedars, etc., 36"

dbh.
c. Small trees, eg. dogwoods, redbuds, sourwoods, etc.,
12" dbh.
Atree in fair or better condition nust neet the
follow ng mninum standards:

a. Alife expectancy of greater than 15 years.

b. Arelatively sound and solid trunk with no extensive
decay or hollow, and |less than 20 percent radi al
trunk dieback.

c. No nore than one major and several mnor dead |inbs
( har dwoods only).

d.  No major insect or pathological problem

A lesser sized tree can be considered a specinmen if it
is a rare or unusual species, of exceptional quality, or
hi storical significance.

A lesser sized tree can be considered a specinmen if it
is specifically used by a builder, devel oper, or design
prof essional as a focal point in a project of |andscape.

Specimen Tree Stands - A contiguous grouping of trees which
has been determned to be of high value. Determnation is
based upon the following criteria:

1.
2.

3.
4.

A relatively mature even aged stand.

A stand wth purity of species conposition or of a rare
or unusual nature.

A stand of historical significance.

A stand with exceptional aesthetic quality.

SECTION I Xt Planting of Park and Ri ghts-of-Wy Trees

A

Si ze
1.

Unl ess otherw se specified by the Gty Arborist, al
mediumto |arge deciduous tree species and varieties,
shall conformto Anmerican Association of Nurserynmen

St andards and be at least 1/4 to 1/2 inches in Caliper,
six (6) inches above ground |evel, single stem

and at least (8) to ten (10) feet in height when planted.
The crown shall be in good balance with the trunk.

13



2.

B. G ade
1.

C. Locat

1.

Al smal|l tree species and their cultivars or varieties,
shall be at |east five (52) to six (6) or nore in hei ght
and have six (6) or nore branches.

Unl ess otherwi se allowed for specific reasons, all trees
shal| have conparatively straight trunks, well devel oped
| eaders and tops, and root charact eristic of the speci es
or variety showi ng evidence of proper nursery pruning.

All trees nust be free of insects, disease, mechanical
injuries and other objectionable features at the time of
pl anting.

ion and Spacing

Based on a forty (40) year growh cycle, no tree with a
proj ect edt r unkgr owt hdi"anet er reat er t hant went y-f our
(24& inches, shall be plante si dewal k grass stri

right-of-way |ess than three (3) feet wide. 1n sidewal
grass strip areas less than three (3) feet in wdth, or
where overhead utility wires or building setbacks
present a special problem the selection of site and
speci es shall be determned by the Gty Arborist.

Wiere the sidewal k grass strip is less than three %3)
feet in width, steps should be taken to plant on t
backsi de of the sidewal k or private property, or |arger
planting areas nay be devel oped in the sidewal k areas.

Trees shall be planted at |east forty (40) feet from
street intersections or as directed by the City of
Atlanta, Bureau of Traffic Engineering.

The followi ng shall be used as a guide for tree planting
Xrnbpu_bltic ri ght-of-way unless otherw se approved by Cty
orist:

FROM FI XED OBJECTS AND VEH CULAR WAYS MN. PLANTI DI ST

Al | eyways 15'
Driveways 10'
Fire Hydrants 10'
Manhol es in grass strips 5'
Street Lights 15'
Renoved tree stunps 3'
Utility neters or valves 5
Utility poles 10

14



Ceneral Mai nt enance
1. Pruni ng and Approved Renoval s

a. No topping or dehorning of trees shall be permtted
except by express permssion of the city Arborist.

b. Al large, established trees shall be pruned to
sufficient height to allow tree passage of
pedestrians and vehicular traffic: ten (10) feet
over all street except those that are subject to
truck traffic which shall havea clearance of sixteen
(16) feet.

c. Al cuts shall be nade with a saw or pruner and only
at the nodes or crotches. No stubs shall be left.
No spurs or clinbing irons shall be used in the
trees, except when trees are to be renoved.

d. Al dead, crossed, or rubbing branches shall be
renmoved

e. Al tools being used on a tree suspected to be
infected with a contagious disease shall be
di si nfected before being used on another tree.

f.  The stunmps of all renoved trees shall be cut to at
| east three (3) inches below the ground, and soi
shall be replaced and the area leveled. |f the area
where the tree is renoved is to be paved, the tree
shoul d be cut or stunp renoved at |east six (6)

I nches bel ow the ground. (This work is to be done
by the Gty of Atlanta, Departnment of Public Wrks.)

2. Spr ayi ng

a. Suitable precautions shall be taken to protect and
warn the public that spraying is to be done.

b. Spraying shall be done only for the control of
specific diseases or insects, wth the proper
materials in the necessary strength, and applied at
the proper tinme to obtain the desired control. All
spraying practices shall conformto federal and state
regul ations.

c. Al spraying of trees is to be done according to
state licensing requirenents for pesticides and
f ungi ci des.
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3. Fertilization

a. Fornulations, rates and nethods of application of
fetr)tilization shall be specified by the Gty
Arbori st.

SECTION X:  Anmendnents

A The Gty Arborist shall have the authority to nodify, anend,
or extend with the approval of the Departnment of Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Affairs, he  Arboricul tural
Specifications and Standards of Practice at any tine that
experience indicated inproved nmethods or whatever circum
stances makes it advisable.

SECTION Xi:  Ceneral Quidelines for Replacenent of Trees for all
sites except devel oped R1-R5 and areas with no
exi sting vegetation.

Wien required, the applicant, in the discretion of the Cty
Arborist, may be required to replace any tree being renoved with
the suitable replacenent tree el sewhere on site. The determnation
of tree replacement nunbers will be based on caliper inches
(striving for 1" for 1» caliper inch replacenment on the site). To

determne if the replacenment is reasonable the city Arborist shall
consi der intended use of:

1. Exi sting tree coverage, size and type.

2. Nunber of trees to be renoved on the entire property.

3. Area to be covered with structures, parking and driveways.
4. G ading plan, and drainage requirenents.

5. Character of the site and its environs.

6. No site will be allowed to receive occupancy pernmt or Use

permt until tree canopy has been established.

7. Sites conpletely void of trees will still be required to
establish a tree canopy as set down in Section IV B.

8. Existing sites which do not neet the canopy requirement wll
have five (5) years fromthe acceptance of this article to
comply wWith the requirements of the office of the Arborist.

9. In parking areas, one canopy tree shall be planted in the |ot
for each five (5) IEarki ng spaces and on all properties wth
the exception of those in Special Public Interest Districts
A mninmumof five (5) square feet or green space per
900 square foot of pavenent shall be provided.

16



Step 4. The RDF can be converted back to caliper inches using

Table 3, Page 20. Any nunber or conbination of
transpl antabl e size trees can be used so long as their
total density factor units will equal or exceed the RDF.

NUVBER S| ZE SPECI ES DENSI TY FACTOR
12 " Pi nes (12 x .4) = 4.8
10 2" Red Maples (10 x .5) = 5.0
2 6 Caks (2 x 1.0) = 2.0

11.

11.8 is greater than the RDF of 11.6 thus the m ni mum
requi rements have been satisfied.
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TABLE 1 SAVPLE TREE DENSI TY CALCULATI ON
Requi red DFS
2.2 acres x 20 units/acre = 44 units required

EDF (Existing Density Factor)

S| ZE UNI TS NUMBER TOTAL UNI TS
24" 3.1 2 6.2
18" 1.8 10 18.0
10" 0.6 8 4.8
Total EDF 29.0

RDF (Repl acenment Density Factor)

SI ZE UNI TS NUMBER TOTAL UNI TS
2" _ 3 ) 10 5.0
" .4 100 40.0
Total RDF 45.0
EDF + RDF = > or = DFS
29 + 45.0 = 74.0 > or = 44, therefore Density Satisfied
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TABLE 2 EXISTING TREES TO REMAIN - Conversion from DBH
to density factor units for trees remaining on

site.

DBH UNI TS DBH UNI TS DBH UNI TS

| -4 .1 22 2.6 37 7.5

5-7 .3 23 2.9 38 7.9
10 .6 25 3.4 40 8.7
11 T 26 3.7 41 9.2
12 .8 27 4.0 42 9.6
13 .9 28 4.3 43 10. 1
14 1.1 29 4.6 44 10. 6
15 1.2 30 4.9 45 11.0
16 1.4 31 5.2 46 11.5
17 1.6 32 5.6 47 12. 0
18 1.8 33 5.9 48 12. 6
19 2.0 34 6.3 49 13. 1
20 2.2 35 6.7 50 13. 6
21 2.4 36 7.1
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TABLE 3 REPLACEMENT TREES - Conversion from caliper to

density factor units for replacenment trees.
(1,2)

CALI PER UNI TS CALI PER UNL TS
1 .4 8 1.3
2 .9 9 1.5
3 . 6 10 1.7
4 .7 11 1.9
5 .9 12 2.1
6 1.0 13 2.3
I 1.2 14 2.5

>*

Contai ner grown pine trees are given replacenent
credit as follows:

SI ZE UNI TS

7 Gllon .4 * The use of 1 and 3

3 Gllon V2 gallon pines is

1 Gallon ol permtted only with
prior approval.

Tree relocation: Replacenent units will be granted
to trees relocated on site. Tree relocation is
subject to Gty Arborist approval
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SECTION XI11: Checklist for Tree Protection/ Tree Planting Review

A

Tree Protection

A tree protection/tree Planting plan shall be submtted as a

separate drawing to inc
a.

b.

ude the follow ng:
Al tree protection zones, and areas of revegetation.

Approxi mate | ocation of all specimen trees or stands of
trees.

Exact location of all specinen trees when their
preservation is questionable, or mght result in
a change of the site design.

I ndicate those specinen trees to be renpved. Renoval of
specimen trees is subject to Gty Arborist approval.

Limts of clearing and |and disturbance such as grading,
trenching, etc. where these disturbances may affect
protection zones.

Proposed | ocation of underground utilities.

Met hods of tree protection shall be indicated for al
tree protection zones, including tree fencing, erosion
control, retaining walls, tunneling for utilities,
aeration systens, transplanting, staking, signage, etc.

| ndi cate staging areas for parking, material storage,
concrete washout, and debris burn and burial holes where
t hese areas mght affect tree protection.

The required site tree density factor must be satisfied.
Conpl i ance shall be denobnstrated on the tree protection
plan. Existing trees or stands of trees used in the
density cal cul ation nust be indicated on the draw ng.

The use of flowering ornamental replacement trees may
not be used in density calculation

Repl acenent trees used in density calculations nust be
ecologically conpatible with the intended growing site.

The final parking area will have not |ess than one (1)
shade tree for each five (5) parking spaces.
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B. Landscapi ng
1. Indicate the location of all proposed trees.

2. Include planting schedul es with proposed tree names
(botanical and conmon) and any special planting notes.

3. Provide planting and staking details.
C. Not es

1. The follow ng notes shall be indicated on both tree
protection plans and grading plans in large letters.

a. Contact the Bureau of Parks Maintenance at 653-7135
to arrange a Pre-Construction Conference with the
Gty Arborist prior to any land disturbance.

b. Al tree protection neasures shall be installed prior
to grading.

SECTION XIV:  Qversize Building Mving Permits - Section |o0-2047
The Gty Arborist shall review and approve all applications for

oversize building noving permts before the Cty will grant the
permt.

23
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. TREEWRAP

* BERM/ZDIKE TO
FACILITATE WATERING.

Mutch 4 - 6" DEEP

' TREE SHALL BEAR SAME
RELATION TO FINISHED GR.
AS IT BORE TO PREVIOUS

EXISTING GRADE,
* FINISH GRADE

* REMOVE BURLAP AND  TIES
FROM AROUND TReE COLLAR

: * USE NATIVE SOIL FOR
BACKFILL, TaMp LIGHTLY

g * SCARIFY BOTTOM AND SIDE
OF HOLE,

HOLE TO BE TWO TIMES
( /( ™ WIDER THAN ROOT BALL,
—_—_.J;_L_\___l ‘ | II;—-“
M\ W UNDISTURBED GRADE

I

STAKE WHERE APPROPRIATE

[

FIGUREZ TrReEe PLANTING DETAIL



FIGUPE 3 STAKING FOR TRUMK SUPPORT AND R0OT AfICHORAGE
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WIRE TWISTED

TREE PIT

TREE BALL

2 sTRANDS #10
AGE  WIRE

¢OMPRESSION SFPF
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AND REDUCE STR¢
ON ANCHOR STAKE

ANCHOR

ARROW HEAD SHAPED
LAND ANCHORS

WOODEN STAKES

DEADMAN ANCHOR

FIGURE 4 GUYING FOR SUPPORT ANT ANCHORAGE
OF LARGE TRANSPLANTED TREES



3500/
N

W

LN L N o e g T o T IrE I e ’ .
l;“}'}"}'}'-."'}'/'/:I'l'f'/'/-/:/:)'/'/:/:/-/:lb/-/-/?/:/:J';/l - ”
B, et . . N Y e e . ahet . YN A " Y,

RELNIALS SRR LSRN NSRS, S N N L T L I N e e el el el

VA S Y M R L A A N D N N S N A A S AT AT A A TR IA TR IA AT T
L 1:-#—H~J-J‘J-IV/-/-#*I-_/-f'(‘.’*&_h—wi'_/‘f'fW
{
!

' /CRITICAL ROOT RADIUS
o~

1

L CRITICAL ROOT ZONE W

LIHIN THE DRIP-LING

ACTUAL FEEDER ROOT

SYSTEMEXTENDS WELLPREYOND THE DRIP-LIKE

FIGURE 5

TYPICAL CRITICAL 10T ZONE

N

L



¥ |

= e
. l
s 3 |
2" x 4" POST | l
= v |

{1 X 4" RAIL _

& DRIPLINE o
|
|

F 1GuRrRE 6 AcTive PRoTECTIVE TREE FENCING

BARRICADE TREES AT DRIPLINES

e 1 ALTERNATIVE TREE FENCING
2 o o S 3 T ==
S T
= (e e LT T . 4" HIGH, ORANGE,
- =3y & [: e POLYETHYLENE LAMINAR
<L TTReT VTR o PR "[// Z SAFETY NETTING,
P e, e .
. _,j-'/:— - i L ? 7
// ’/’
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CAUTION DO NOT ENTER

A
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DAMAGED ROOT AREA

TRENCHING TUNNEL | NG

FIGURE 8  ROOT LOSS FROM TRENCHING VERSUS TURMELING
HEAVY SHADING DENOTES AREAS OF DAMAGED ROOTS,



FIGURE 9 TUNNELING FOR UNDERGROUND UTILITIES
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FIGURE 10 AERATION SYSTEM
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FIGURE 11 AERATION SYSTEM VERTICAL PROFILE
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ARTICLE B
Trees. and Shrubbery
Division 1. General Provisions

Section 10-2031  Official tree of Atlanta.

The dogwood (Cornus florida) shall be the offi-
cial tree of Atlanta. (Code 1965, Sec. 31A-4)

Section 10-2032 Dead or diseased trees;

nuisances.

(a) It is hereby found that many properties within
the corporate limits of the City of Atlanta, as well
as the city’s residents, are endangered by dead or
diseased trees. Any dead or diseased tree or part
of a tree is a nuisance when, by reason of such
condition, natural forces may, more readily than
if such tree or part thereof were live or not dis-
eased, fell or blow such tree or part thereof onto
public ways or public property, or onto private
ways or private property (including other trees)
off of the property of the owner of such tree, and
thereby imperil life or property or impede traffic.
Upon receiving a written opinion from the city
arborist that any tree or part thereof is a nui-
sance as herein defined, the director of the bu-
reau of buildings shall commence abatement
proceedings.

(b) Notice to Owner To Remedy Conditions, Fail
ure To Comply. The director of the bureau of parks
maintenance shall give written notice to the owner
or the person in possession, charge or control of
the property where a tree nuisance as herein de-
fined exists, stating that in the city arborist's
opinion the tree or part of a tree does constitute a
nuisance that has to be removed, and requesting
that such removal be done within a reasonable
time to be specified in such notice. Such notice
shall further state that unless the tree or part
thereof is voluntarily removed within the time
specified, it will be the duty of the director to
cause summons to be issued requiring the party
notified to appear in the municipal court to have
there determined whether the tree or part of a
tree involved constitutes a nuisance and should
be abated. If the tree is not removed within the
time specified by the director, it shall be the duty

10-2041

of such director to cause the owner of such tree, or
the person in possession, charge, or control there-
of, to be summoned to appear before the judge of
the municipal court to determine whether or not
the tree or part of a tree involved constitutes a
nuisance. (Ord. No. 1985-64, Sec. 1, 10/9/85)

(c) Hearing; Failure To Comply With Order To
Abate: If upon such a hearing as provided for
before the judge of the municipal court, he shall
find that the tree or part of a tree constitutes a
nuisance and orders the defendant to abate the
same within a specified time, then each 10 days
that the conditions adjudicated to be a nuisance
by the judge are maintained subsequent to the
expiration of the time fixed in the judgment of
the judge for the same to be abated, shall consti-
tute an offense. (Ord. of 4/26/76)

Amendment Note: Section 1 of Ord. No. 1985-64, adopted
10/7/85, approved 10/9/85, changed “director of the bureau of
buildings” in subsection (b), first sentence, to “director of the
bureau of parks maintenance.”

Section 10-2033 through section  10-2040

reserved.
Division 2. Removal and Relocation of Trees

Section 10-2041

(a) Buildable Area: That portion of a lot on
which a structure or improvements may be erected
according to current zoning requirements.

(b) City Arborist: The agent of the bureau of
parks and recreation who is responsible for ad-
ministering this article.

(c) Cover Area: That area which falls within
the drip line of any tree.

(d) Developed Property: Property upon which a
building, structure, pavement or other improve-
ments have been placed.

(e) Undeveloped Property: Property upon which
no building, structure, pavement, or other improve-
ments have been placed.

{(f) Drip Line A vertical line extending from
the outermost portion of a tree canopy to the ground.

(g) Historic Tree: A tree which has been deter-
mined by the city arborist to be of notable historic
interest because of its age, size or historic associ-
ation and has been so designated in the official
records of the city.

Definitions.
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(h) Destroy: Any intentional or negligent act
which will cause a tree to decline and die within a
period of two (2) years, including, but not limited
to, such damage inflicted upon the root system of
a tree by the application of toxic substances, the
operation of heavy machinery, the change of nat-
ural grade by excavation or filling the covered
area or around the trunk of a tree, and damages

from injury or from fire inflicted on trees which
result in or permit pest infestation.

(i) Specimen Tree: A tree which has been de-
termined by the city arborist to be of high value
because of its type, size, age or other professional
criteria, and has been so designated in the official
records of the city.

(§) Tree Replacement Plan: A plan indicating
the location, size, quantity and species of replace-
ment trees.

(k) Tree: Any self-supporting woody perennial
plant which has a trunk diameter of two (2) inches
or more when measured at a point six (6) inches
above ground level and which normally attains
an overall height of at least 10 feet at maturity,
usually with one (1) main stem or trunk and many
branches.

(1) Yard Area: An open space on the same lot
with a building, the space being unoccupied and
unobstructed from the ground upward, with the
exception of trees and other natural vegetation.

(m) Public Agency: The city, the state, Fulton
County, DeKalb County or any department, board,
agency, authority, or instrumentality of the city,
the state, Fulton County or DeKalb County.

(n) Public Utility: Any publicly, privately, or
cooperatively owned line, facility or system for
producing, transmitting or distributing commu-
nications, power, electricity, light, heat, gas, ail
products, water, steam, clay, waste, storm water
not connected with highway drainage and other
similar services and commodities, including pub-
licly owned fire and police and traffic signals and
lighting systems, which directly or indirectly serve
the public or any part thereof. (Code 1965, Sec.
31A-26)

Amendment Note: Paragraphs um) and {n) above were added
by an ordinance approved on 9/23/75.

Supp. No. 31, 10.85
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Section 10-2042 Application.

(@) The terms and provisions of this article shall
apply to real property as follows:

(1) The covered area of historic or specimen
trees;

(2) All undeveloped property;

(3) The yard area of all developed property; and

(4) Public rights-of-way and parks.

(b) All property zoned R-1 through R-5 shall be
excluded from the terms and provisions of this
article; provided, however, the covered area of
historic and specimen trees shall be covered by
terms of this article; provided further that in the
event that a nonconforming use is permitted or a
special use permit is granted on property zoned
R-I through R-5 in the City of Atlanta, the prop-
erty shall be subject to the provisions of this arti-
cle. (Code 1965, Sec. 31A-27, as amended by Ord.
No. 1977-98, 12/19/77; Ord. No. 1978-7, 2/27/78,;
Ord. No. 1985-14, Sec. 1, 3/21/85)

Amendment Note: Section 1 of Ord. No. 1985-14 changed
“R'7” tO “R_S’"

Section 10-2043 Permits.

(a) No person, firm, organization, public agency
or society shall directly or indirectly destroy or
remove any tree situated on property described in
section 10-2042 of this article without obtaining a
permit as provided herein.

(b) Application for Permit: Permits shall be ob-
tained by making application, in a form prescribed
by the city to the bureau of buildings (the “bu-
reau”); and the application shall be referred to
the city arborist. The application shall be accom-
panied by a written statement citing the neces-
sity for the destruction or removal of any tree.
The application, when made in conjunction with
an application for a building permit, shall also
include a site plan and tree replacement plan,

{c) Application Review: Upon receipt of an ap-
plication by the bureau, the city arborist shall
review the application and shall report his find-
ings in writing to the bureau The bureau shall
be bound by the findings of the city arborist. The
bureau shah approve or reject the application within
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14 days of its original receipt by the bureau. If
the application is not acted upon by the bureau
within the 14-day period, the application shall
stand automatically approved. If the application
is rejected by the bureau, notification of the rea-
sons for rejection must be made in writing to the
applicant. If the application is rejected by the
bureau, the applicant may submit to the bureau
within 14 days of the rejection of the original
application an alternate application. The city
arborist shall review the alternate application and
report his findings in writing to the bureau. The

10-2043
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bureau shall be bound by the findings of the city
arborist. The bureau shall either approve or re-
ject the alternate application within 14 days of its
original receipt by the bureau. If the alternate
application is not rejected by the bureau within
the 14 days, the alternate application shall stand
automatically approved. If the alternate applica-
tion is rejected by the bureau, notification of the
reasons for rejection must be made in writing to
the applicant. If the alternate application is re-
jected by the bureau, the applicant may appeal
the denial as provided for in this chapter. (Code
1965, Sec. 31A-28)

Amendment Note: The present wording of the provisions
codified as subsection (c) above was approved on 9/23/75..

Cross Reference: Control over removal of trees. Charter,
App. 1(21).

Section 1 O-2044  Destruction or removal of

trees.

No permit shall be issued for the destruction or
removal of any tree unless one (1) of the following
conditions exists:

(1) The tree is located in the buildable area,
yard area or street right-of-way of any property
on which a structure or improvement is to be
placed, which tree unreasonably restricts the per-
mitted use of the property; or

(2) The tree is diseased, injured beyond resto-
ration, in danger of falling, so close to existing
proposed structures so as to endanger them, in-
terferes with utility services or creates unsafe
visual clearance. (Code 1965, Sec. 31A-29)

Section 10-2045

When required, the applicant, in the discretion
of the city arborist, may be required to replace, in
accordance with suitable replacement plan, any
tree being removed with the suitable replacement
tree elsewhere on the site. In determining whether
the replacement of trees is reasonable and shall
be required, the city arborist shall consider the
intended use of the property together with an
evaluation of the following:

(1) Existing tree coverage, size and type;

(2) Number of trees to be removed on the en-
tire property;

‘Replacement of trees.
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(3) Area to be covered with structures, parking
and driveways;

(4) Grading plan and drainage requirements;
and

(5) Character of the site and its environs. (Code
1965, Sec. 31A-30)

Section 10-2046  Site plan requirements.

(a) Site plans, when required, shall include the
following information:

(1) Location of all existing or proposed struc-
tures, improvements and site uses, properly di-
mensioned and referenced to property line;

(2) Location of all trees six (6) inches in diame-
ter and above, measured six (6) inches above ground
level, giving their size, common or botanical name,
and designating the trees to be maintained or
removed. Groups of trees may be designated as
clumps of trees provided the predominate species
is given along with estimated number of trees
and average trunk diameter;

(3) Existing and proposed contours shown at
two-foot intervals. Spot elevations are to be given
in the covered areas of trees to be maintained
where grading (cutting and filling) is to occur;

(4) Location of all existing and proposed utili-
ties; and

(5) A legend listing each tree to be removed,
common or botanical name, size (measured six (6)
inches above ground level), condition and reason
for removal.

(b) The city arborist may in his discretion waive
any or all of the above requirements. In deter-
mining whether to waive any or all of the said
requirements, the city arborist shall consider the
intended use of the property together with an
evaluation of the following:

(1) Existing tree coverage, size and type;

(2) Number of trees to be removed on the en-
tire property;

(3) Area to be covered with structures, parking
and driveways;

(4) Grading plan and drainage requirements;
and

(5) Character of the site and its environs. (Code
1965, Sec. 31A-31)

Supp. No. 29, 4-85
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Section 102047  Oversize building moving

permits.

The city arborist shall review and approve all
applications for oversize building moving permits
before the city will grant the permit. (Code 1965,
Sec. 31A-32)
Section 10-2048  Arboricultural specifica-
tions and standards of
practice.

The mayor or his designee shall prepare arbori-
cultural specifications and standards of practice
governing the protection, maintenance, fertiliza-
tion, pruning, bracing and spraying of trees in
street rights-of-way, parks and on historic or spec-
imen trees. The arboricultural specifications and
standards of practice shall be applicable to all
public utilities and to all public agencies. (Code
1965, Sec. 31A-33)

Amendment Note: The present wording of the last sen-
tence of the provisions codified in the above section was ap
proved on 9/23/75.

Section 10-2049

(a) In the event that any tree shall be deter-
mined to be in a hazardous or dangerous condi-
tion so as to endanger the public health, welfare
or safety, and requires immediate removal with-
out delay, verbal authorization may be given by
the city arborist and the tree removed without
obtaining a permit as herein required.

(b) During the period of an emergency, such as
a tornado, ice storm, flood or any other act of
nature, the requirements of this article may be
waived by the mayor or his designee.

{e) All licensed plant or tree nurseries or tree
farms shall be exempt from the terms and provi-
sions of this article only in relation to those trees
which are planted and growing for sale or intended
sale to the general public in the ordinary course
of business, or for some public purpose. (Code 1965,
Sec. 31A-34)

Exceptions.

Section 10-2050

The bureau of parks and recreation and the
bureau of buildings shall be charged with the
enforcement of this article. For the purposes of

Enforcing authority.

Supp. No. 29, 4-85
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enforcement of this article, the city arborist and
an official of the bureau of buildings designated
by the mayor by executive order are hereby clothed
with police power to do all acts necessary to in-
sure that the provisions of this article are not
violated, including, but not limited to, the issu-
ance of citations for the violation of any provision
of this article. (Code 1965, Sec. 31A-35)

Section 10-2051

(@) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm,
organization or society to violate the provisions of
this article or the arboricultural specifications and
standards of practices adopted pursuant to this
article. The removal or destruction of each tree
shall constitute a separate offense under this article.

Violation and penalty.
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(b) The violation of this article by any
person, firm, organization or society shall be
grounds for the revocation or suspension by
the bureau of buildings of any permit granted
for the construction, remodeling or demolition
of any building or structure on the site so
involved. Upon the revocation or suspension,
the person, firm, organization or society shall
not be granted any new permit for the
construction, remodeling or demolition of any
period or structure on the site for a period of
not less than one (1) month nor more than
nine (9) months.

Amendment Note: The present wording of eubeection
(b) of the provisions codified in the above section was
approved on 9/23/75.

Section 10-2062 Appeals.

in the event any applicant is dissatisfied
with the decision of the bureau of buildings
adversely affecting that applicant involving
an application for permit under this article, or
the revocation or suspension of any permit
granted for the construction, remodeling or
demolition of any building or structure on the
site so involved, the applicant may make a
written appeal to the tree preservation review
board. The board shall render its written
opinion, affirming, overruling or modifying
the decision of the bureau of buildings as may
be fit and proper under the existing circum-
stances. (Code 1965, Sec. 31A-37)

Amendment Note: The present wording of the
provisions codified in the above section was approved on
9/23/75.

Section l0-2063 Planting of trees;

permit required.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person,
firm, partnership, corporation, organization,
public agency, or society to plant any tree or
shrub within any sidewalk or any unpaved
area between the sidewalk pavement and the
curb without first having obtained a permit,
for the planting of such trees or shrubbery
from the City of Atlanta. The mayor or his

l0-2053

designee shall promulgate rules and regula-
tions to implement this ordinance.

(b) Permits shall be obtained by making
application, in a form prescribed by the city
and acted upon by the mayor or his designee.

(c) Upon obtaining a permit pursuant to
this section, the issuing authority shall
provide the permittee with' a copy of the rulee
and regulations promulgated pursuant to this
section.

(d) In any instance where the cutting of
any paved sidewalk in a right-of-way of the
City of Atlanta is necessary for the planting
of any shrub or tree, such work shall be
performed by the department of environment
and streets.

(e) The location of any trees or shrubbery to
be planted in a sidewalk right-of-way of the
City of Atlanta shall be approved by the city,
and such location shall be specified on the
permit obtained therefor pursuant to this
section.

(f) The department of environment and
streets shall notify all public utility com-
panies before cutting into any paved sidewalk
right-of-way of the city for purposes provided
herein.

(9) The permittee shall agree with the city,
in writing, on behalf of the permittee and the
successor in title to the property abutting the
sidewalk where any tree or shrub is to be
planted under the provisions of this ordi-
nance, to maintain any such tree or shrub
planted in the sidewalk right-of-way for a
period of five (5) years from the date such tree
or shrub is planted, or until such time pr -to
the end of said five-year period that the c.cy,
in its sole discretion, determines that the tree
or shrub is diseased or defective and should
be removed, as provided for herein. The
maintenance of the tree or shrub by the
permittee shall include the necessary water-
ing, fertilizing and pruning in accordance
with the rules and regulations promulgated
pursuant to this ordinance by the mayor or
his designee. After such tree or shrub has
remained in the sidewalk area for a period of
five (5) years from the date of planting, the
city will take over the maintenance of such

supp. No. 8, 10-80
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tree or shrub and the permittee or successor
in title to the property abutting the sidewalk
will have no further responsibility toward the
maintenance of said tree or shrub. The
permittee shall agree in writing upon filing of
the application for the planting of any such
tree or shrub in any sidewalk area, including
any unpaved area between the sidewalk
pavement and the curb, that the title to any
such tree or shrub shall vest in the city at the
time such tree or shrub is planted and that
the city shall thereafter have the right to
remove any such tree or shrub if the city, in
its sole discretion, deems that such removal is
necessary.

(h) The permittee shall agree in writing to
install a cover over the area where such tree
or shrub is planted, in accordance with rules
and regulations promulgated pursuant hereto
by the mayor or his designee.

(i) If the permittee or any successor in title
fails to perform the obligations of this
agreement and fails to properly prune said
tree or shrub or permits the covering of the
area where any such tree or shrub is planted
to become unsafe for pedestrian travel, the
city shall take whatever steps are deemed
necessary to return the sidewalk area to a
reasonably safe condition. (Ord. of 4/12/717,
Sec. 1, as amended by Ord. of 6/10/77; Ord.
No. 1978-65, 9/26/78)

Amendment Note: The ordinance of 6/10/77 estab-
liehed the fee to be charged by the department of
environment and streets as eet forth in subsection (d).
Ord. No. 1978-65, 9/26/78 amended eubeection (d) to
delete the fee.

Section 1 0O-2064 Easements to plant
trees on private

property.

The mayor is hereby authorized to enter
into agreements with the owners of private
property located within the city for the
purpose of acquiring easements to plant trees
on such property, in consideration for which
said private property owner shall acquire
ownership of such trees as the city may
plant. Provided, however, that any such
agreement shall limit the duration of the

Supp. No. 8, 10-60
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easement to a time period of two (2) years and
shall limit the property interest acquired by
the city to that distance sufficient to allow the
planting of trees, in no case to exceed a
maximum of a 15-foot setback from the
property line or right-of-way held by the
city. Provided, further that under such
agreement the private property owner shall
agree to maintain the trees planted thereon
and shall also agree to hold the city harmless
for any liability attributable to the planting
or presence of the trees on the private
property. (Ord. No. 1978-64, 9/26/78)

Section 10-2066 through section 10-

2060 reserved.

DIVISION 3
Tree Preservation Review Board

Section 10-2061 Established; ap-
pointment of mem-

bers.

There is hereby established a tree preserva-
tion review board of the City of Atlanta,
Georgia, referred to in this article as the
“board.” The board shall consist of seven (7)
members, to be appointed in the following
manner:

(1) One (1) member shall be a registered
landscape architect appointed by the mayor
and confirmed by the council,;

(2) One (1) member shall be either a
botanist, forester, horticulturist or nursery-
man appointed by the mayor and confirmed
by the council;

(3) One (1) member shall be a registered
architect appointed by the mayor and con-
firmed by the council,;

(4) One (1) member shall be a member of an
environmental organization appointed by the
mayor and confirmed by the council; and

(5) Three (3) members shall be lay citizens
interested in environmental protection. The
members shall be appointed by the mayor
and confirmed by the council. (Code 1965,
Sec. 31A-46, as amended by Ord. of 4/9/76,
Secs. 1, 2; Ord. No. 1980-17, 2/11/80)
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Amendment Note: Ord. No. 1980-17, adopted 2/4/80,
approved 2/11/80, revised subsection (2), which formerly
prescribed a nurseryman as being a member of the
board.

Section 10-2062 Terms; vancancies;
compensation; etc.

The initial board shall contain three (3)
members appointed for a term of one (1) year
and four (4) members appointed for a term of
two (2) years. Thereafter, all subsequent
appointments shall be for a term of two (2)
years. Members of the board may be appoint-
ed for consecutive terms. The mayor shall
recommend removal and replacement of a
member of the board for nonperformance of
duty. Any vacancy in the membership of the
board shall be filled in the same manner as
the initial appointment. All members shall
serve without compensation. The board shall
select from its members a chairman to serve
for a one-year term. (Code 1965, Sec. 31A-47,
as amended by Ord. of 4/9/76, Sec. 3)

Section 10-2063 Functions; powers;
duties.

Functions, powers and duties of the board
shall consist of the following:

(1) The board, with the assistance of the
city arborist, shall be responsible for estab-
lishing and maintaining a record of unique
environmentally significant trees within the
city.

(2) The board shall serve as the quasi-judi-
cial body for reviewing the denial of an
application for a permit to remove, relocate or
replace trees made by the bureau of buildings
pursuant to this chapter, when the appropri-
ate appeal from the decision has been filed.
The board shall hold hearings on the appeals
and shall affirm, modify

10-2063
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or overturn the decision of the bureau of build-
ings. (Code 1965, Sec. 3 1A-48)

Amendment Note: The present wording of paragraph (2)
above was approved September 23.1975.

Section 1 0-2064  Meetings; rules of proce-

dure.

The board shall meet at |least once per quarter
with all meetings open to the public. The mem-
bers of the board shall adopt rules and proce-
dures for the conduct of appeals, hearings, the
conduct of meetings and attendance policies.
(Code 1965, Sec. 31A-49)

Amendment Note: An ordinance of September 23, 1975,
super seded the above section, added the reference to appeals
and hearings. This article was approved July 11, 1975.

Section 1 O-2065 through section 10-2070
reserved.

ARTICLE C
Cemeteries
Section 1 0-207 1

Rules and regulations desig-
nated by mayor.

The mayor, or his designee, may designate the
use of any cemetery and may adopt appropriate
rules and regulations governing the use of any
cemetery and the general operation of all ceme-
teries.

Use of funds for restora-
tion.

Section 1 O-2072

All revenues derived from the operation of
Oakland Cemetery and the sale of spacestherein
shall be used for the restoration of that ceme-
tery.

Section 1 O-2073  Use of cemetery prohibited
between hours of 7:00
p.m. and 7 :00 am.

No person unless authorized by the commis-
sioner or director shall be within the limits of
the cemetery between the hours of 7:00 p.m.
and 7:00 am.
Section 1 0-2074  Careof lots.

(@) No tree, shrub, plant, or grass shall be
planted on or removed from any private plot
without the permission of the sexton.

(b) No lot shall be covered with gravel,
cement or concrete.
Section 1 0-2075  No trespass on plots.

No person shall trespass on any plot within
the cemetery.
Section 1 O-2076  No stone rubbings.

No person shall conduct any stone rubbings
within the cemetery unless approved by the
commissioner or director.

Section 10-2077  Sdle of merchandise.
No person shall sell merchandise in the ceme-

tery except literature of the cemetery and
tickets for conducted tours or cultura events.

Supp. No. 4, 10-78
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